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SENATOR LANDIS: Right.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Okay, just as a matter of philosophy, why,
at that point in time, does the public counsel conduct this
i nvest i g a t i o n on i t s own r at h e r t h an , say f or ex a mple ,
recommend to the Legislature that they consider a formal
investigation? I guess, speaking quite f rank ly , t he
Execut ive Bo a rd h a d b efore i t , at a n ea r l i e r po i nt i n t i me
thrs year, a bill from Senator Pappas that in some ways
suggested the s etting up of a very si milar k ind o f
investigating committee. Now it was more internal t o he
Legislature, and structured a little differently. But I ' m
wonderin g . . . t he r e wer e r eserva t i o n s abou t t hat . I ' m
wondering why it is advisable to us to set into motion, with
formal i nvestigative powers, an a gen c y wi t hou t any
partrcular oversrght as to the extent to which those powers
are go ' n g t o be exercised xn a particular instance. I mean
I can see the public counsel's offrce getting i nvo l ved i n
some real hairy sztuatxons on the basxs of this particu'ar
procedure. I am wondering, does it makea ny s e n s e t o h a v e
them srmply go to the probably cause s t ag e an d t u r n ov e r t o
the Legislature, in the form of a recommendation for formal
investigation, proceeding beyond that point?

SENATOR LANDIS: Let me respond that f i r s t t h e p ub l i c
counsel is our employee, and for that reason I think we do
have some ove r s i g h t . But, secondly, the kinds of pr o b l e ms
t hat I ' v e b e e n ...that have been brought to me is an employee
will come and say, Dave, l i s t e n , t h e re xs k i nd of a c ommon
practice out in our shop that t he b os s s e ems t o b e ta k i n g
the state car home and I ' ve s e en it out in front of his
house on weekends . W el l , when we have ha d t h o s e . . .

SPEAKER NICHOL: One minute.

SENATOR LANDIS: Th a n k yo u . When we have had those kind of
situations, that is not. ..I don't envision turning that kind
of thing over to the Legislature for fact finding. I t s e ems
to me that public counsel is t he app r o p r i a t e a g e n cy to
handle t h o se k i nd s of situations. Sho uld we be t a l k i ng
about some large-scaleact of fraudulent mismanagement, I
would have no difficulty with t he pub l i c c ou n se l mak i n g a
preliminary report to, say, t he Execu t i v e Boa r d . But i n
talking to employees, in talking to the public c ounsel , w e
anticipate that the majority of the kind of workload that we
are talking about here is o f mino r s i gn i f i c an c e . P ract i c e s
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